                                                                PSY 2012 General Psychology
MW
Fall 2013-2014
Valencia College
PSY 2012
Professor Teresa Greene, M.A.
Credit hours: 3 (Face-to-Face)                                                 Department of Social Sciences & PE, 8-105 
CRN: 15366
Office Administration: 407-582-2443 


Classroom: 7-128
E-mail: tgreene13@mail.valenciacollege.edu
Class times: MW 2:30-3:45pm
Website:http://frontdoor.valenciacollege.edu/?tgreene13 

Important Dates:

	Term Starts: August 26, 2012
	Classes Do Not Meet: 

	Last Date to Withdraw for “W” Grade: Nov. 2
	Labor Day: September 2

	Classes End: December 6
	Thanksgiving Break: Nov. 27-29

	Final Exam: Dec. 11, 1:00pm
	Exam Week: Dec. 9-15


Office Hours

By appointment or see me before or after class.  Communicate via Atlas e-mail (no personal email).
Required Text & Resources 
· King, Laura A. The Science of Psychology, 2nd ed. (2011), New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.
· ISBN:  978-0-07-353206-6: available used, on-line, or in the Valencia College Bookstore.

· McGraw-Hill Connect LearnSmart* study modules within Blackboard.  Registration required.
Course Introduction

Description   

   “This course is designed to provide students with an overview of theory and research in the major areas of psychology: biological, experimental, developmental social, cognitive, personality, and clinical. This factual and conceptual foundation in psychology will help students understand behavior and apply psychological principles in a variety of settings and to their own lives.”  (valenciacollege.edu/catalog)
Objectives
This course addresses the Valencia Student Competencies (Think, Value, Communicate, Act).  Through a variety of assessment techniques including LearnSmart, class participation, unit exams, and group discussion of case studies and videos, and upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to.

· Characterize the nature of psychology as a discipline including how psychology evolved as a science and the fields which comprise it. 
· Identify and explain the major theoretical perspectives in psychology. 
· Use critical thinking and the scientific approach to solve problems related to behavior and mental processes.  

· Demonstrate familiarity with the major concepts and empirical findings in the major areas of psychology.  

· Understand and apply psychological principles to individual, social, and career issues. 
· Recognize human diversity and understand that psychological explanations may vary across populations and contexts.

Academic Responsibilities

Instructor:
· Provide clear objectives for learning.

· Utilize a variety of learning strategies.

· Assess learning frequently and give timely feedback.

· Treat students fairly.

· Start and end on time.
Student:   

· Attend class, actively and consciously.
· Read assigned text material prior to class and complete on-line Learning Modules.
· Take notes and/or hi-light textbook during lectures.
· Participate in class discussions and activities.
· Be on time; do not disrupt class by coming late or leaving early.

Course Policies & Procedures  
Plagiarism 
Students are expected to turn in original work.  Plagiarism is a serious academic violation and will result in a zero for the assigned essay, possible failure of the course and/or expulsion from Valencia.  SafeAssign is a resource available to students and faculty.  It provides research tools for students and acts as a guard against plagiarism by allowing faculty to check student papers.  Please be aware that this resource will be used. 
Disabilities 
Valencia College is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations and provide documentation from the Office for Students with Disabilities. Students who need accommodations register with the Office for Students with Disabilities, Bldg.5 Rm. 216, before requesting accommodations from the instructor.
Cell Phones 
Turn cell phones off and, preferably, store them out of sight during class. They may be left on the desk, but there should be no text messaging or checking email, Facebook, etc. during class.  If a student is doing so, s/he will receive one verbal warning; on the next offense, s/he will be asked to leave class and will be counted absent for that day.  
Laptops 
Students may use laptops during class to take notes or to access class material such as power point slides, as long as typing does not interfere with other students’ hearing lecture.  A student who abuses this freedom by accessing other websites will receive one verbal warning; on the next offense, s/he will be asked to leave class and will be counted absent for that day.


College Policies & Procedures 
Major Learning Outcomes

See above or the college catalog, http://www.valenciacollege.edu/catalog..
Valencia Student Competencies
Valencia faculty have defined four interrelated competencies (Think, Value, Communicate, ACT) that prepare students to succeed in the world community. These competencies are outlined in the College Catalog. In this course, through lecture and discussion, group work, and other learning activities, the student will further develop mastery of those competencies. Additional information is available in the College Catalog: http://www.valenciacollege.edu/catalog.

Withdrawal Procedures

Class attendance is required beginning with the first class meeting. A student who does not attend the first class meeting will be withdrawn from the class as a “no show.” If withdrawn as a “no show,” the student is financially responsible for the class and a W will appear on the transcript for the course.  Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the withdrawal deadline of November 1 will receive a grade of W.  A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline. Students are responsible for keeping track of grades and withdrawing before the deadline.  I will not withdraw students after the deadline.  A student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of F. For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07, please go to http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=75.
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY
The professor will take attendance each class period.  Attendance records are required for financial reporting.  In addition, lectures, demonstrations, and group discussions are available only in class.  Class community is also important and student absences disrupt this aspect of the learning environment. Up to 50 Points may be earned for attendance/participation (see total points under Assignments). No distinction is made between excused and unexcused absences. A student who misses two classes will receive a warning. College-approved absences require documentation (e.g., military service; jury duty).  Excessive absences can affect grade and may be cause for withdrawal. 
Expected Student Conduct

Valencia College is dedicated not only to the advancement of knowledge and learning but is concerned with the development of responsible personal and social conduct. By enrolling at Valencia College, a student assumes the responsibility for becoming familiar with and abiding by the general rules of conduct. The primary responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty. Students who engage in any prohibited or unlawful acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty to leave the class. Violation of any classroom or Valencia’s rules may lead to disciplinary action up to and including expulsion from Valencia. Disciplinary action could include being withdrawn from class, disciplinary warning, probation, suspension, expulsion, or other appropriate and authorized actions. You will find the Student Code of Conduct in the current Valencia Student Handbook.
The classroom is a place to work and learn, therefore, the professor requests that students remove ball caps and keep pants over underwear, and generally dress appropriately for a working environment. Be on time; do not leave class early unless excused.  Keep

feet off desks and chairs.  Eating during class not permitted; drinks OK.  Be considerate of others and the environment!
Academic Dishonesty

All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive.  
Internet Research Statement

It is difficult to determine if information gleaned from the Internet is reliable.  Many sites contain research and information of high quality.  However, unlike traditional print publications or library-based electronic resources, there is usually no process of peer review, nor is there an editor verifying the accuracy of information presented on the Internet.  There are an increasing number of sites containing information that may be incomplete, anonymously written, out-of-date, biased, fraudulent, or whose content may not be factual. Students should, therefore, use caution in use of the free Internet for their research needs.  For academic topics that are addressed in scholarly literature, use of electronic databases or visiting the library may better meet your needs. “Wikipedia” is not considered a valid academic research site..  See the following tutorial for more information: http://faculty.valencia.cc.fl.us/infolit/evaluation/default.htm
Computer/Equipment Use

Use of computers in the Business, IT, and Public Service classrooms at VC is restricted to those activities designated by the instructor to enhance the class materials. Any other use is strictly forbidden. Inappropriate use includes, but is not limited to:

· Use of computer to send E-mail or access Internet sites not specifically assigned in class.

· Use of computer for job, internship, homework or other activities not assigned in class.

· Modifying any hardware or software system configuration or setting.

· Activities not in accordance with the Valencia Student Code of Conduct

Use of computers in the departmental open lab is limited to those activities involved with preparing homework or coursework in this department and is subject to the same restriction as listed above. Computer use is remotely monitored; a student using computers inappropriately may be subject to dismissal from class or banishment from the lab. Upon a subsequent offense, the student may be sent to the campus administration for further disciplinary action.

Valencia I.D. Cards

Valencia ID cards are required for the Learning Resource Center, Testing Center (Bldg. 4), and other campus resources.  No other form of ID at those locations will be accepted.  Possession and utilization of a Valencia ID is mandatory in order to obtain these services.

STUDENT WELLNESS INFORMATION
Valencia college is interested in making sure all students have a rewarding and successful college experience.  To that purpose, Valencia students can get immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems dealing with school, home or work.  BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470.  Free face-to-face counseling is also available.

                                          
ATLAS

Communication should be via Atlas e-mail only and never through a personal e-mail address. Check Atlas e-mail daily. Do not give anyone your password for Atlas. Sign up for “E-alerts” through Atlas to warn of potential weather events and other emergencies on campus. 

Final Exam
All professors are required to give final examinations to all credit students (except those taking course work for audit) during the scheduled final examination period. The final examination in this course is non-cumulative, worth 100 points.  Any student not completing the examination will receive 50 of those possible points, and this will impact the final average in the course. The final examination for this course is Dec. 11, during the final exam period. Students wishing to take the final examination on a date or at time different from the posted final examination schedule must receive approval from the faculty and dean prior to the final examination period available at http://www.valenciacollege.edu/calendar. 

Grading and Assessment
	ASSESSMENTS
	
	

	Connect LearnSmart on-line assignments:
	
	

	   LearnSmart Study Modules (10 chapters required)
	20pts.ea. 
	200

	Other Homework Assignments:
	
	

	Critical Thinking: Perspectives
	10
	10

	Critical Thinking: Research Methods
	10
	10

	Brain Drawing 1: exterior, lobes & functions
	10
	10

	Brain Drawing 2: interior, structures & functions
	10
	10

	Critical Thinking: Learning Principles Self-Test
	10
	10

	
	
	

	Unit Exams
	
	

	Exam I  (Ch. 1, 2, 13)
	100
	100

	Exam II (Ch. 3, 4, 5)
	100
	100

	Exam III(Ch. 6, 7, 8)
	100
	100

	Exam IV(Ch. 9, 10, 12)
	100
	100

	Exam V Final (Ch. 15, 16, 17)
	100
	100

	
	
	

	Attendance & Participation (0 absences)
	  50 
	  50

	1, 2, or 3 absences: 40, 30, 20 pts.
	        
	

	
	Total
	800

	
	
	


* Late work not accepted. There are no make-up exams. If student misses an exam, s/he will be assigned a grade of 50% for that exam. Make arrangements with professor in advance for an impending absence on an exam day.  Grading as follows: 


Points
Letter Grade
GPA Value 


720-800  (90-100%)
A
4



640-719  (80-89%)
B
3


560-639  (70-79%)
C
2


480-559  (60-69%)
D
1


 <480     (<60%)
F
0
Course Schedule  MW
	Week
	Dates
	Topic
	Chapters 
	Learning Strategies
	Assignments Due

	1 
	08/26
	Intro. Who are you? What do you know? 
	Read:
	Knowledge of Psychology “Quiz”
	Register for Connect Learning Modules

	
	08/28
	History
	Chapter 1
	Lecture/power point slides 
	Perspectives

	2
	*09/02
	*Labor Day Holiday 
	
	(No class)
	

	
	09/04
	Perspectives
	Chapter 2
	Small groups
	

	3
	09/9
	Research Methods
	
	Small groups, worksheets
	

	
	09/11
	Social Psychology
	Chapter 13
	Video: Conformity; Obedience
	Research Methods

	4
	09/16
	Exam I (1, 2, 13)
	
	
	LearnSmart Modules due

	
	09/18
	Biological Foundations
	Chapter 3*
	Brain Model; Videos: 
The Neuron
	Brain drawings  (see text, pp. 73; 77)

	5
	09/23
	Structures & Functions
	*to p. 86
	Mapping the Brain
Video: Jill Bolte Taylor
	(2) Brain drawings due

	
	09/25
	Sensation 
	Chapter 4*
	Videos; Demonstrations
	

	6
	09/30
	Perception
	
	Demonstrations
	

	
	10/02
	Consciousness
	Chapter 5
	
	

	7
	10/07
	Altered States
	
	“Hypnosis” demonstration
	

	
	10/09
	Exam II (3, 4, 5)
	
	
	LearnSmart Modules due

	8
	10/14
	Learning- Classical
	Chapter 6
	Student-generated examples
	

	
	10/16
	Operant Conditioning
	
	Video: the Skinner box
	Learning Self-Test

	9
	10/21
	Memory
	Chapter 7
	Memory Experiment
	

	
	10/23
	Thinking; Intelligence
	Chapter 8
	Divergent thinking; IQ tests
	

	10
	10/28
	Exam III (6, 7, 8)
	
	
	LearnSmart Modules due

	
	10/30        
	Development
	Chapter 9
	Lecture; video
	 “W” deadline: Nov. 2

	11
	11/04
	Motivation
	Chapter 10
	Needs Assessment
	

	
	11/06
	Personality Theories
	Chapter 12
	Video clip: Freud
	

	12
	11/11
	Personality, cont’d.
	
	Personality tests; OCEAN
	

	
	11/13
	Exam IV (9, 10, 12)
	
	
	LearnSmart Modules due

	13
	11/18
	Defining Abnormal 
	Chapter 15
	Video clip: Patch Adams
	

	
	11/20
	Psychological Disorders
	
	DSM V                      

Video: John Nash
	

	14
	11/25
	Cont’d.
	
	Video: One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest
	

	*
	11/27-29
	No classes
	
	Thanksgiving Holiday
	

	15
	12/03
	Psychotherapy
	Chapter 16
	Video: Psychotherapy
	

	
	12/05


	Health Psychology
	Chapter 17
	 Critical Thinking: stress & illness
	

	16
	Exam Week
	Exam V/Final: 
(Ch. 15, 16, 17)
	
	Exam Schedule: Wed. 12/11

1:00pm 
	LearnSmart Modules due


Required Use of LearnSmart
WHAT IS LEARNSMART?

LearnSmart is an interactive study tool that adaptively assesses students’ skill and 

knowledge levels to track which topics students have mastered and which require further 

instruction and practice. Based upon student progress, it then adjusts the learning 

content based on their knowledge strengths and weaknesses, as well as their 

confidence level around that knowledge.

LearnSmart’s adaptive technology also understands and accounts for memory 

degradation. It identifies the concepts that students are most likely to forget over the 

course of the semester—by considering those that they had been weakest on or least 

confident with—and encourages periodic review by the student to ensure that concepts 

are truly learned and retained. In this way, it goes beyond systems that simply help 

students study for a test or exam, and helps students with true concept retention and 

learning.

Dynamically generated reports document progress and areas for additional 

reinforcement, offering students real-time feedback on their content mastery. By 

monitoring student progress, educators have the ability to instantly evaluate the level of 

understanding and mastery for an entire class or an individual student at any given time.
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